Europe issues protocol for aviation

New guidelines have been announced in Europe for member states. The new protocol has been published as COVID-19 Aviation Health Safety Protocol

European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) were charged by the European Commission with drawing up the guidelines, as part of a wider package of measures to prompt the safe restoration of transport services and connectivity following the outbreak of COVID-19.

European Commissioner for Transport Adina Valean says, ‘The safety of passengers and crews has always been paramount in aviation. Passengers have to have confidence that taking to the skies again in a confined space with other people poses the minimum possible risk to their health. We relied on our specialists from EASA and ECDC to define a set of concrete measures for the safe resumption of air travel within the EU. The protocol released today will reassure passengers that it is safe for them to fly and so help the industry recover from the effects of this pandemic.’

The guidelines are similar to those announced by IATA and ACI. But they differ in requiring airlines to implement social distancing onboard.

‘…cabin configuration and mass and balance requirements, aeroplane operators should ensure, to the extent possible, physical distancing among passengers,’ says the EC guidelines.

The protocol also states: ‘Aeroplane operators and airport operators should cooperate to ensure physical distancing is respected wherever feasible, especially during check-in, security check, pre-boarding and boarding. When the recommended physical distancing of 1.5 metres is not possible, due to infrastructure or operational constraints, aeroplane operators and airport operators should implement the additional risk mitigation measures such as hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, additional transport, etc.’

The EU is also requires passengers to ‘declare their COVID-19-related status before receiving their boarding pass…. And provide contact information to allow track and trace if someone on a particular flight later tests positive…’

The full protocol is available at easa.europa.eu


